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Abstract

In Japan, the analysis of physical evidence left at crime scenes is conducted primarily by the scien-
tific criminal investigation laboratory within individual prefectural police departments. However, be-
cause these laboratories are affiliated with police organizations, the neutrality and objectivity of their in-
vestigative work has been questioned. To ensure the neutrality and objectivity of crime scene
investigation and prevent wrongful convictions resulting from criminal investigation, here I propose es-
tablishing the Forensic Science Institute (FSI). In police organizations, the scientific investigation sec-
tion (SIS) is placed under the criminal investigation division, for example, the First Investigation Sec-
tion. In general, police officers with a degree in the liberal arts or general science are assigned to the
position of a scientific investigator. The SIS conducts only laboratory tests, not a full forensic investiga-
tion. To provide information for criminal investigations, the SIS quickly provides test results that ap-
pear authoritative when they are in fact tentative. The FSI would function as an independent organiza-
tion within academic institutes, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,
medical examiner’s offices, and so forth. The researchers at FSI would perform forensic experiments
and prepare written expert opinions for court trials. The FSI would also have the authority to examine
the results of scientific investigations conducted by the SIS of police departments, thereby ensuring the
neutrality, objectivity, and accuracy of forensic investigation. Together, the FSI and the SIS can realize
a safe and secure society without wrongful convictions. ' '

Key words : Forensic Science Institute, scientific investigation section, wrongful conviction, neutrali-
ty, safe and secure society
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